Fax Server 



8/21/2009 11:40:43 AM PAGE 1/003 Fax Server 



NUTTER, McCLENNEN & FISH, LLP 

world Trade center west 

155 Seaport Boulevard 
Boston, MA 02210-2699 
Telephone: 61 7 439-2000 Main Facsimile: 61 7 31 0-9000 

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

Including this transmittal sheet, document consists of 03 pages. 

Today's Date: Friday, August 21 , 2009 1 1 :40:36 AM 
RECIPIENT INFORMATION : 

TO: Examiner Andrew Yang FIRM: USPT0 

FACSIMILE NUMBER: 5712733472 

SENDER'S INFORMATION : 

FROM: Rory Pheiffer 

VOICE NUMBER: 617-439-2879 FACSIMILE NUMBER: 617-310-9879 



COMMENTS: 

Dear Examiner Yang, 

Attached please find the amendments we discussed earlier today as 
potential examiner's amendments following your original proposal to 
me for an examiner's amendment. I have only include claims 1 and 60- 
63, although the other claims remain pending. 

Please call me to let me know if these are acceptable. 

Thank you. 

Best regards, 
Rory Pheiffer 



STATEMENT OF CONFIDENTIALITY 
The documents included with this facsimile transmittal sheet contain information from the 
law firm of Nutter, McClennen & Fish, LLP which is confidential and/or privileged. This 
information is intended to be for the use of the addressee named on this transmittal sheet. 
If you are not the addressee, note that any disclosure, photocopying, distribution or use of 
the contents of this faxed information is prohibited. If you have received this facsimile in 
error, please notify us by telephone (collect) immediately so that we can arrange for the 
retrieval of the original documents at no cost to you. 

IF THERE IS A PROBLEM WITH THIS TRANSMISSION, OR IF YOU DID NOT RECEIVE 
ALL PAGES, PLEASE CALL 617 439-2415 AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

Client: 0101896 Matter: 00366 
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APPLICANTS* PROPOSED CLAIM AMENDMENTS TO BE MADE BY EXAMINER 

FOLLOWING 

THE EXAMINER'S AMENDMENTS THAT WERE PROPOSED TO APPLICANTS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A spinal fixation system, comprising: 

at least two bone anchors having a bone-engaging portion and a rod receiving portion with 
opposed arms that receive a rod therebetween; 

a rod disposable between the opposed arms of the rod receiving portion of one of the at least 
two bone anchors for connecting the bone anchors; and 

a connecting plate having a distal surface that bears against a proximal terminal end surface 
of each of the opposed arms of the rod receiving portion of at least one of the bone anchors, the 
connecting plate connecting the at least two bone anchors. 

60. (Currently Amended) A method of fixing vertebrae relative to each other, comprising the 
steps of: 

implanting a first bone anchor and a second bon e anchor in on opposite sides of a first 
vertebra and a s e cond vertebra , each of the first and second bone anchors including opposed arms of 
a rod receiving portion and each of the opposed arms having a proximal terminal end surface^ 
respectiv e ly ; 

connectmg - d isposing a fixation element between the opposed arms of the rod receiving 
portion of t he first and second bone ancho rs with a fixation el e m e nt ;-and 

positioning a distal surface of a connecting plate on a-the proximal terminal end surfaces of 
each of theopposed arms of a~the rod receiving portions of the first and second bone ancho rs: and 

-by^inserting a closure mechanism through the connecting plate to engage the rod receiving 

portion of the first bone anchor . 

61 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 60, further including the steps of: 
implanting a third bone anchor in the-firs ta second vertebr a on a side of th e spine opposite the 

first bon e anchor , the third bone anchor including a proximal bearing surfacc receiving portion , and 

coupling th e connecting plate to th e proximal b e aring surfac e of th e third bon e 
anche rconnecting the first and third bone anchors with the fixation element by disposing the fixation 
element between the o p posed arms of the rod receiving portion of the third anchor . 

62. (Original) The method of claim 61, wherein the fixation element is a rod. 
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63 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 6 1 , further including the steps of: 

implanting a fourth bone anchor in the second vertebra on a side of the spine opposite the 

seeend- third bone anchor, the fourth bone anchor including a proximal bearing surface, and 

coupling a connecting plate to the-aproximal bearing surface of the seeend -third bone anchor 

and to the proximal bearing surface of the fourth bone anchor. 
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